
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Bishop Viard College is committed to each student’s intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical, cultural and social development.  

The whole person is encouraged to grow in Christ, and in the awareness that the possession of knowledge 
 is a call to serve others in building the kingdom of God 

Greetings    Kia Ora    Talofa lava    Faka’alofa a tu   Kia Orana    Taloha ni    Malo e lelei   
Mauri  Ming ga la ba  An nyong ha se yo 

March 2010 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our year has started positively with a slightly increased roll. We have had a number of orientation activities to 
assist students to settle into new classes and environments and to create positive learning communities for 2010. 
Thank you to the many parents who attended our orientation evening for those at the key transition levels of years 
7, 9 and 11.  
Please note: 

·  Our production has been postponed till the middle of term 2.  
·  Staff have been called to a Paid Union Meeting on Wednesday 24th March. Classes will end at 12.30pm 

that day.  

Sean Woodnutt, Alexander Ogilvie and Matthew Brooker discussing their presentation on “The Breakdown of Trash” with Prime 
Minister Mr John Key at the recent 10th Anniversary Celebrations of Partners Porirua.  Former pupil, Logan Atkinson, spoke 

eloquently at the event about his employment journey since leaving school and the help he had received from Partners Porirua. 
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Congratulations 
�  To Shanti Brown on her NCEA level 1 

Excellence Endorsement. 
�  To Brooke Leota, Karina Shann, Ebony 

Sushames, Tamara Wetere, Jeremy Kelly 
and Harmony Millar on their NCEA level 1 
Merit Endorsements 

�  To Sheldon & Jessika Akavi on being selected 
to represent New Zealand in the New Zealand 
Tag Football Trans Tasman test later this 
month.   

�  To Jessika Akavi on being placed 1st in the 
discus, George Setefano 2nd in Shot Put, Janna 
Brown 2nd in the 100m heats, Lopati Soagia 1st 
in Javelin, 2nd in Long Jump, 4th in the 100m 
heats and Harmony Millar on qualifying for 
the 200m Under 19 girls’ final at the recent 
Western Zone Athletics competition.   

�  To Tarquinn Alatipi, Bryson Filipo, 
Skekinah To’omaga, Alexander Ogilvie, 
Josh Verlarde, Sean Woodnutt, Sahil 
Gordon, Keanu Apanui, Hana Paranihi, 
Sosetaeao Ili, Laumua Luafalealo, Paulina 
Senio, Dominic Siaosi, Isaac Sushames, 
Hawaiki Wallace, La Mu Hla, Hetaomi 
Edwards, Antonio Fido, Brodie Gallen, 
Josephine Galuvao, Simon Holden, Jayzee 
Kainuku, Latisha Leavai, Nathan Madams, 
Antonia Quinn and Angel Skelton  in 
obtaining 100% to date in the Junior Certificate 
in Mathematics.   
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Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees met on 8 February and 
appointed and welcomed Sasulu Va to the vacant 
Parent Representative position.  The Board 
considered the various issues involved with the 
introduction of National Standards.  The college 
already has a programme in place to report on and 
improve students’ outcomes and will continue with 
this.  At our meeting on the 22nd of February we 
spent some time preparing for the election. 
Attached to this newsletter is information that will 
assist you in considering if becoming a trustee is a 
way that you could contribute to the college.  

Marian Blackford, BOT Chairperson 
 

Classroom upgrades  
We are pleased to be starting the year with the 
upgrades completed to a number of classrooms. 
Four classrooms downstairs in Brigidine (formerly 

North wing) were completed so that section of the 
school is now fully refurbished. Also one classroom 
upstairs in Assumptionist wing was upgraded and a 
new office added for the HOD Social Sciences.  
These upgrades were only possible through the 
combined contributions of past pupils, parents and 
supporters of the college whose contributions were 
more than matched by funds from the Catholic 
Schools Board in a ratio of $1:$2.8. 
We are again eligible to apply for funds under the 
same CAPS scheme this year. It would wonderful if 
we could raise sufficient funds to continue our 
upgrades. The priority for this year would be our year 
7 classrooms upstairs in Brigidine wing. Please see the 
enclosed Brochure explaining the Viard College 
Educational Trust. Applications for this year close 
with the Catholic Schools Board on 31 March. 

Marian Blackford  
(Chairperson) 

 

Staffing   
We extend a warm welcome to Grace Christison, 
Assistant Teacher History & Social Studies who is 
replacing Ms Sally Beccard while she is on study 
leave.   
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Whanau Meeting 
Kia ora Te Whanau  
Nau mai, Haere mai Kia Koutou  
Nga Matua me nga Rangatahi o Te Kareiti o Pihopa 
Viard.   

Haere mai Koutou kit e taha Whanau Hui Tuesday 9th 
March 2010 and Tuesday 23rd March 2010, 6.30pm 
at Bishop Viard College.  Our first hui was very 
productive and attended enthusiastically by Parents, 
Teachers and Students.  We will be planning and 
discussing various issues to support our group and 
student achievement.   
 

Kiribati Families Meeting 
There will be a meeting in the Library at 7pm on 
Tuesday 9th March. This will be an opportunity to 
talk in Kirbati about the goals and needs of your 
children this year.  
 

Parent Teacher Interviews & Reports 
Our first Parent / Teacher interviews for the year 
will be held on Tuesday 30th March, 3.30pm – 
5.30pm and 6.30pm – 8pm. Progress Reports will 
be distributed to Parents on arrival at school. 
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Sacramental Programme 
Students wishing to prepare for the reception of the 
Sacraments (Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation) 
need to register with Mrs Thain before the end of 
this term.  The programme will commence in 
Week 2 Term 2.   

Year 12 Retreat 
On Tuesday the 4th of February the entire year 12 
group meet for a day to build relationships bonding 
as a group, develop their leadership and work 
through problems together. We started the day with 
team building and problem solving, with a second 
session on values and how they fit with our 
spirituality, values and our lives. Our third session 
focussed on the responsibilities of class 
representatives and Deputy House Captians. We 
ended the day with a house sporting competition of 
touch and ultimate Frisbee. This day was a very 
rewarding day and these are some of the students’ 
comments on what they were thankful for from the 
day: 

·  The teachers as they are great leaders 
·  The food that I ate and the sports we played 
·  Great bonding time and for meeting new 

students and interacting with other pupils 
·  That we were all able to come together as a 

form and participate in all activities 
·  That we gathered together as a year 12 group 

and got to really work together and make 
friends with people that we didn’t really know. 
It was awesome! 

·  Increasing friendships with others and playing 
touch 

·  The sports we did today 
·  For Hosanna Church for letting us use it! 
·  For the beautiful day and for friendships 
·  For learning new values in life and how 

important they are 
·  For the teachers for bringing all the year 12s 

together.   It was great to get together as one 
We will be continuing to work on these aspects 
throughout the year and we thank all the students 
who participated so well and made the day so 
enjoyable for each other.  

Fiona Crawford 
Year 12 Dean 

 

Year 13 Retreat 
This year’s year 13 students went to Silverstream 
Retreat Centre to participate in a leadership retreat.  
They were lead in various team building and 
confidence building activities by Michael Thomas.  
Father Paul O’Connor joined us to celebrate 
Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  We believe that 
the College has a strong leadership team this year 
and look forward to seeing their fresh ideas come to 

fruition.   Many thanks to Le Bernadette Faifua for her 
contribution to a successful retreat.   
 

Cullinane Exchange 
On Friday 19th March students will travel to Cullinane 
College, Wanganui to take part in oratory, debating, 
religious questions, scripture reading, drama, junior 
prepared speeches and performing arts in preparation 
for the O’Shea Shield on 1st & 2nd May.  Further 
details will follow for those students involved.   
 

O’Shea Shield 
Francis Douglas College, New Plymouth will this year 
be hosting the O’Shea Shield from 30th April – 2nd 
May.  Students are already preparing for this major 
event.  Further details pertaining to travel and 
accommodation will follow closer to the event.   
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Year 8 - 13 Girls Cervical 
Cancer Vacinnations 

The Public Health 
nurses will be at school on 
Wednesday 10th March to offer all 
Year 8 - 13 girls the cervical cancer 
vaccination (Gardasil).  Consent 
forms together with information from a 
Catholic perspective and reflecting the Board of 
Trustees discussion about this matter were sent home 
with your child in February.   
 

Headlice 
At this time of year there is a higher probability that 
headlice may be present amongst children.  These 
insects are a nuisance and can be controlled or 
eradicated by families.  Headlice crawl from head to 
head and may be passed on through shared objects 
such as hairbrushes and hats.    School aged children 
should be checked regularly for headlice.  Look over 
the scalp for insects or eggs, especially:  
·  Around the hairline at the back of the neck 
·  Behind the ears 
·  On the crown  
Use a fine-tooth comb on wet hair to find lice.  Scratch 
marks or a rash can be a sign that your child has 
headlice.  Not all children complain of itchy heads.  
Speak to your pharmacist/doctor or practice nurse for 
advice about what treatment to use and how to use it.   
 

Dental Treatment 
All students under the age of 18 years are entitled to 
free dental treatment by a private dentist.  If you 
require details of local dentists offering this service 
please contact Mrs Faye Taylor at school on 237-5248 
ext 810.   
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Physiotherapy 
A qualified physiotherapist is available to students 
in the school health clinic twice a week. Currently 
these clinics are operating on Monday and 
Wednesday mornings.  Bookings are to be made 
through First Aid. 
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Maths Homework Completion Days 
Mr MacKay’s classes  Due 
Year 13 Stats   Every Thursday  
Year 11 Maths 1  Every Tuesdsay  
10SE Maths   Every Thursday  
Year 8 Maths 1   Every Tuesday  
 
Mr Adip’s classes   Due 
9FN & 9MS Maths  Every Monday  
Year 10 Maths 2  Every Wednesday  
Year 11 Maths 2  Every Tuesday  
Year 12 Maths 2  Every Friday  

Other teachers will give you details about days that 
homework is due.  It is important to remember that 
regular completion of homework will ensure the 
greatest possible success for your child.   

 
Homework Diaries 

A reminder that Homework Diaries are for sale 
in the School Office for $5.00.  These books are a 
compulsory item for all students.  We would like all 
students to have one of these books as soon as 
possible.  They are a key resource for helping 
students with the curriculum key competency 
“Managing Self”  for setting goals, organizing their 
time and planning their study and other 
commitments. 
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Student Identity Cards 
Students aged between 16 and 19 years are only 
eligible for child fares upon presentation of an 
approved photo I.D. These cards are often useful 
for students of all ages and it is likely further 
benefits will apply to card holders during the year.  
The cost of the card is $5.00, payable on order at 
the school office.  
 

Uniform 
Girls Black 80 Denier Opaque Stockings 

Now available from the Uniform Shop.  Cost $7  
pair.  Sizes available:  Small, Average, Tall & Extra 
Tall.  

The uniform shop will be open daily from 
8.10am-8.40am and from 3.10-3.40pm. If you are 
unable to come at these times please ring Mrs 
Clinch to arrange an appointment. She will not be 

able to leave the library during class time to sell 
uniforms unless a prior arrangement has been made. 
 

2009 Yearbooks  
The 2009 yearbook is available for purchase from the 
office at a cost of $20.00 each.     
 

School Photos 
School Photographs were taken on Tuesday 23 
February. Orders can still be placed by collecting an 
order form from the office.  Class photographs cost 
$12 each.    Please contact the Principal’s Secretary if 
you require further information.   
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Japan AFS / JENESYS Scholarship Reflection 
Going to Japan was the best 2 weeks of my life so far.  
Leaving homes wasn’t hard at all and having to come 
back home didn’t exactly put a smile on my face.  I 
loved going to school, going shopping in their 
MASSSIVE malls, staying in mint as hotels with people 
from all around the world, spending hours on the 
planes with the Auzzie’s and other New Zealanders 
and definitely can’t leave out the all you can eat 
breakfasts and dinners.   

        Kayla Ericcson, Year 12 
 

Year 10 Orientation 
Last Friday the Year 10 students spent the day out on 
the Porirua Harbour taking part in Waka Ama with 

Aniuwaru ki 
Porirua.  The day 
was designed to 
bring the Year 
10’s together in 
their form classes 
and get to know 
their form teachers 
better.  The 
students started the 

day with water drills, capsizing practice, paddling 
techniques and team building activities with Challenge 
2000.  The afternoon was designated for sprint race 
competitions between the classes; however, strong 
currents pulling towards the channel prevented the 
classes from a full afternoon of competition.  The main 
highlights were the water fights with the teachers, 
watching the students practising their capsizing and 
the lunch time dock jumping.  All and all it was a 
fantastic day in the sun and on the water. 
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Itinerant Music Lessons 
Please ensure that if your child takes lessons that they 
check their times carefully.  Valuable teaching time is 
wasted if teachers are required to find the student.  
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Guitar lessons are full for 
this term and there is a 
waiting list operating.  If you 
would like an application 
form for lessons either ask at 
the office or see Miss Lorenc directly.   Please 
ensure your child’s lessons are paid for in advance 
otherwise their place will be allocated to another 
student. If you are experiencing problems with 
payment please contact myself or Mrs Wilson in 
accounts so we can come to an arrangement. 
 

High School Musical  
27th – 29th May 

This year’s senior production of 
“High School Musical” will be 
staged in week 6 of term 2. 
Please note the change 
of dates from our 
published calendar. This 

is due to the late arrival of the scripts from 
Australia. The cast has been decided and rehearsals 
are now underway.  Tickets will be on sale from the 
school office from the start of term 2. Adults $10, 
Children/ Students $5 and Family tickets (2 
adults/up to 3 children) $30.  We look forward to 
seeing you at one of the performances. 
 

Practice Schedules 
The cultural groups for this year are now up and 
running.  The group practice times for this term are 
as follows: 

 LUNCH TIME AFTER 
SCHOOL 

MONDAY 7/8 Orchestra Boys & Girls 
Barbershop 

TUESDAY 7/8 Choir  
WEDNESDAY Production 

Band Rehearsal 
Production 

THURSDAY Production 
Rehearsal 

Production 

FRIDAY Production 
Rehearsal 

Production 

·  PolyClub runs every lunchtime. Students attend 
on days they do not have other commitments. 

·  Production requirements are detailed on the 
rehearsal schedule given to those involved and 
they may not need to be present on all days 
listed above. 

Gemma Lorenc 
HOD Music & Performing Arts 
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With the summer sports season well under way we 
are now slowing getting prepared for the Winter 

sports.  Preseason training has started for netball 
players and the 1st XV rugby team qualified for the 
semi-finals in their 7 aside pre-season tournament.  
The Waka ama teams are training almost everyday for 
the regatta at Onepoto on the 13th March with 3 or 4 
teams looking to compete.  What a great turn out.  

Best wishes for a 
successful regatta.   

Our sports day 
was held on 18th 
February where a 
team of students 
were selected to 
represent Bishop 
Viard College at 

the Western Zone Competition on 1st March.  From 
this event the following students qualified to compete 
in the College Sport Wellington Regionals 
Championships:  Jessika Akavi in Discus, Lopati 
Soagia in Javelin, Long jump and 100m and George 
Setefano in Shotput.  We wish them all the very best. 

If you are keen to help coach or manage a winter team 
this year please contact the Sports Co-ordintaor by 
leaving a message at the office 2375248 or email me at 
mikaios@viard.school.nz.   

Setefano Mikaio 
Sports Co-ordinator 

Year 6 & 7 Athletic Sports Day  

Can you Help? 
On Thursday 18th March (postponement date Friday 19th 
March) our Year 7 students are hosting the Year 6 students 
from our local Catholic primary schools for an Athletics 
Sports Day.  Students will participate in High Jump, Long 
Jump, Softball Throw, Sprints & Relays.  The events will be 
organised by our senior Sports Studies’ students. We have a 
sausage sizzle at lunchtime for all the students and would 
appreciate some parent help in serving this.  If you are able 
to help between 11.30am – 1pm please contact Sharon 
Johnson, Principal’s Secretary on 237-5248 ext 812.  
Parents are welcome to come along and watch their child 
participate in the day’s activities 10am – 2pm. 
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·  Year 11 will visit the Hands-On Trade Expo to be 

held at the Te Rauparaha Arena on March 18 
·  Ten Pacific students will attend a careers fono on 

March 10 
·  Year 12 will have their careers’ interviews on March 

9, 11, 12 
·  Ms Conal has information about international 

volunteering and gap year projects 
·  Dunedin’s tertiary information day this year is 

Monday May 3 
·  Year 13 Maori students interested in going to Otago 

University next year –there is a scholarship 
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opportunity for you to visit Otago from 4 – 7 May 
this year.  Ms Conal has application forms.  
Applications close 8 April 5 p.m. 

·  Partners Porirua is running its Health Programme 
again this year.  This is an opportunity for senior 
students to do a health course off school campus 
on a Thursday. The course consists of teaching 
and work experience with the elderly and disabled 
and leads directly into the Whitireia nursing 
courses.  Students have the opportunity to earn 16 
credits at level 2.  Reliability and regular weekly 
attendance are essential. Students who are 
interested should contact Ms Conal  in room B2 or 
parents can Ph 2375 248 Ext 825 or email 
conalm@viard.school.nz 
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20TH MARCH  
9AM – 2PM  

Come and support the BVC Technology  
Students’ stalls 

URGENTLY SEEKING 
The Open Home Foundation of New Zealand needs a 
loving home for a young girl, 7 ½ years of age.  She has 
a moderate degree of global development delay and has 
been diagnosed with ADHD for which she takes 
medication.  Since being on medication she is more 
settled and calmer.  She responds to firm boundaries and 
structure.  Despite her challenges she is an engaging, 
friendly young girl.  This is real urgent as this little girl 
needs to be placed as soon as possible.  If you can help 
or would like more information please contact Conli 
Swanepoel at the Open Home Foundation on 04 
5663990.   
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A Lenten Prayer 

God our Saviour, bring us back to you,  
By seeking your kingdom and loving one another,  
May we become a people who worship you 
in spirit and truth.   Amen.   
 
 
 

 
 

  
March   
8th 5.30pm Sports Club Planning Meeting  
8th – 12th  PAT English Testing Yr 9  
Tues 9th  Yr 12 Careers Ints  

Yr 7 & 13 Pompeii trip 
Wed 10th  Student Leaders Meeting  

Yr 8–13 Girls’ Gardasil vacs 
Yr 10 & 12 assemblies  
Career Fono  

11th – 12th   Yr 12 Careers Ints 
Fri 12th  Yr 12 History Trip 
12th – 14th  Duke Ed Silver Tramp  
15th – 19th   E-Asttle Testing Yrs 9 & 10 

PAT English Test Yr 9 
Tues 16th  MUFTI day (Caritas) 

Yr 7/8 Ripparugby Tourn 
Wed 17th 11.45am  Assembly 

Viard Shield  
Yr 8 & 11 Class Reps Mtg 

Thurs 18th  Hands On Expo – All Year 11  
Yr 6/7 Sports Day  
Yr 7/8 Ripparugby Ppmt Date 
Yr 9 Social Studies trip 

Fri 19th  Cullinane Cultural Exchange 
Yr 6/7 Sports Day Ppmt Date 

19th – 21st  Duke Ed Silver Tramp Ppmt date 
22nd – 28th  INTERRUPTION FREE WEEK 
Mon 22nd 7pm BOT Meeting 
Wed 24th  

12.30 
Yr 9 & 12 Class Reps meetings 
Classes end. (Union meeting) 

27th – 28th  St John’s Rugby Exchange 
Tues 30th 3.30-5.30 & 

6.30-8pm 
Parent/Teacher Interviews -   
    Reports Distributed  
Yr 12 Classics trip 

Wed 31st 11.45am Easter Assembly  
Student Leaders Meeting 

April   
Thurs 1st 

 
 
 
1.10pm 

HOLY THURSDAY  
Newsletter posted  
Classes End for Term 1 

Mon 19th 8.40am 
2.05pm 

Term 2 Begins 
Classes end for Staff PD 

20th – 21st  Gateway Workplace H&S 
Tue 27th  Stars Yr 9 Community Day 
Wed 28th  Assembly 
Thu 29th  Yr 13 History Trip 
May   
1st – 2nd  
1st – 3rd  

 O’Shea Shield (New Plymouth) 
On the Edge Leadership 
Conference 

3rd – 7th  Yr 12 Camp 
Mon 3rd   Yr 9 Social Studies Trip 
Fri 7th  Newsletter posted 
Tue 11th   Yr 6 technology visit 

4 March 2010 

 
Hedley R. Aitken (Principal)  
 
Bishop Viard College 
PO Box 50 075 
Porirua 
Ph. (04) 237 5248         Fax (04) 237 5888 
E-Mail principal@viard.school.nz  

I've learned... 
To accomplish great things you must not 
only act, but also dream; not only plan, 
but also believe.   
 


