
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Bishop Viard College is committed to each student’s intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical, cultural and social development.  

The whole person is encouraged to grow in Christ, and in the awareness that the possession of knowledge 
 is a call to serve others in building the kingdom of God 

Greetings    K ia Ora    Talofa lava    Faka’alofa atu   Kia Orana     Taloha ni    Malo e lelei   
Mauri  Ming ga la ba  An nyong ha se yo 
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We come again to the time of year when we acknowledge the achievements and growth of our students. Already 
we have celebrated this at our STARS and Gateway graduations and our Sports Dinner and Sports Prizegiving. 
Thank you to all the parents and helpers who have supported our students in these programmes throughout the 
year. I encourage you all to attend our final Mass and Prizegiving on 9 December and support the efforts of your 
children and your children’s friends. We are starting our Mass a little earlier this year at 6.30pm to avoid too late a 
finish to the evening. This will mean that classes will end that day 12.30pm to enable preparations to be 
completed. As usual classes on the following day, Thursday 10 December, will commence an hour later at 
9.40am.  

Acknowledging our Students  

Congratulations 
�  To Paul Bickle, Kerrod Foaese, Fernando Pepa, 

Christian Ulberg, Luke Brown and Lahni 
Siua’ana on being selected for the Mana Primary 
Schools Rugby Team.   

�  To Jessika Akavi, Jacob Faletutulu, Joseph 
Faraimo, Ana Fetu, Jesse Hing-Mather, Katie 
McAndrew, Shaw Reh Nga, Rachelle Robati, 
Bernadette Schwalger, Tulipaolo Tanoi, Rosalote 
Tanoi, Aj Tuveve, Alysia Walsh and Tamara 
Wetere on being awarded Honours Badges for their 
achievement, leadership and service in the school.  

�  To the following students who have been 
nominated for the Wellington College Sports 
Awards: Shaw Reh Nga–Badminton, Bernadette 
Schwalger–Girls’ Basketball and All Round Sports 
Person, Jesse Hing-Mather-Boys’ Basketball, 
Ebony Sushames–Hockey, Shanti Brown–
Hockey, PJ Iosefo–Rugby, James That–Football, 
Brooke Leota–Netball, Yvette Larsen–Tennis, 
Sheldon Akavi–Indoor Bowls, Lorenzo Lolesio–
Indoor Bowls, Matthew Luani -Official of the Year 
Basketball.   

�  To the Collegiate 2 Netball Team on being 
nominated Team of the Year 2009 at the Wellington 
College Sports Awards.   

�  To former student Briony Larsen on receiving the 
Jack Kavanagh Memorial Cup for the over 19’s at 
the recent Irish Dancing Feis.   

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION   

From the Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees met on 27th October and 
discussed the student achievement data for Year 7-10 
that was presented in the principal’s report.  The Board 
considered the concept plans for provision of 
administration and office space.  The property self 

review was almost completed, drawing together the 
responses from staff, students and parents.   

Marian Blackford (Chairperson) 
 

Mass of Remembrance 
Our annual Mass of remembrance will be 
celebrated in the College Chapel at 7pm on 
Tuesday 10 November. You are invited to 
join us in praying for deceased students, 
staff and benefactors of the college.  

�
Whanau Consultation 

All members of our school whanau are invited to attend a 
meeting at Tu Hono following the 10am Mass at Te Ngakau 
Tapu Sunday December 6th.  The meeting will consider the 
progress and achievements of Maori students at the college 
and the opportunities available to them as well as priorities 
for supporting them the future. It would be appreciated if 
those attending could bring a plate to contribute to a shared 
lunch.  

Tena Koutou Katoa 
Kia or te whanau o te Kareiti or Pihopa Viard.  Ki te reo 
karanga, he powhiri, he tono ki aro te hui a te Tuhono 
Marae i muri i te ata a Tekau karaka i te wa a Te Ngakau 
Tapu Ko Ratapu tenei ra 6 o Tihema 2009.  Ki titiro mo te 
anga whakamua mo nga Tauira Maori matou.  Ta raua 
tutuki tae a te kura me nga wa tika i te tau 2010 me pehea ki 
tautoko ta raua tikanga kaupapa a muri ake nei.  Ka hoki 
mai koe he pereiti kai mo te hui, mo te kapu ti, mo te wahi 
kai.   
Kia Ora Koutou.   
 

Staffing 
We congratulate Ms Sally Beccard on being granted a study 
scholarship for 2010.  She will be on study leave from 
March to November next year.   
 

Attendance Dues  
The Catholic Schools Board has advised us of a 3% increase 
for primary students and 3.4% increase for secondary 
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students in Attendance Dues effective from 1 January 
2010.  The new rates are: 
Year 7 & 8: $344.00 (incl GST) per annum  
Year 9 – 13: $672.00 (incl GST) per annum  

Automatic payment arrangements can be made through 
the Catholic Schools Board by contacting them directly 
on 04 4990184. 

If the payment of the full attendance dues would cause 
hardship parents may ask the principal to arrange a 
rebate.  

 
Return of Locker Keys 

All lockers are to be emptied and all keys are to be 
returned at the end of the year. Return days are: 
Seniors:  Tuesday 10th November 
Juniors:  Tuesday 8th December 
All lockers will be emptied and cleaned over the 
Christmas holidays. Any items left behind will be 
disposed of.  

 
End of Year Reports 

The senior reports (Years 11-13) accompany this 
newsletter.  The junior reports (Years 7-10) will be 
issued on the last day of term.   
 

NCEA 
The NCEA exams start on Monday 166h November and 
run until Wednesday 2nd December.  It is important that 
all students entered for the exams: 

·  Check their timetable (copy available on our 
website under “current notices”) – get your 
child to print a copy and show you.  

·  Arrive at least 15 minutes before the exam 
starts 

·  Bring their admission slip which will be 
handed out prior to their dismissal for study 
leave 

Compassionate Consideration  
The NZQA regulations are very strict about this.  If a 
student is unable to sit an exam through sudden illness, 
accident, or the death of a close family member it is 
essential that you notify Mrs Lewis or their Dean 
IMMEDIATELY.   

We will be able to let you know if your son/daughter is 
eligible to apply for compassionate consideration to get 
an estimated grade based on their performance to date.  
If they meet the criteria to apply, a family member will 
need to collect a form from the college and take it to 
your Doctor the day before the exam.  The 
documentation then needs to come back to the college as 
soon as possible.   
 

Study Guide 
Please be positive and encouraging as your child 
prepares for examinations. Help him/her set aside time 
and a specific place to use for study.  

·  Check carefully the date and time of your 
child’s exams and discuss the timetable. 

·  A prayer candle to be lit on exam days can be a 
useful reminder to the family and support for 
your child.  

·  Things to think about: 

o Room: desk and chair, storage for each 
subject, lighting, heating 

o Posture: sitting, moving around, standing 
o Sounds: silence, music, other people 
o Refreshment: water, food 
o Equipment: highlighters, paper, folders, 

calculator 
o Feelings: planning, concentration, 

confidence, determination 
o Breaks: 55 mins study; 5 min break, 55 mins 

study 
o Learning Style: Lists, diagrams, pictures, 

mnemonics, colours, numbers, models, flash 
cards. 

Make a study timetable covering the days leading up to the 
exams and don’t leave revision until the last minute. 
 

Further Assessment & Work Completion 
Opportunities 

English Students wishing to complete 
reassessments in Yr 12 & 13 need to make 
an appointment with their teacher during 
the external exam time 

Religion Students wishing to complete assessments 
in Yrs 11 & 12 need to make an 
appointment with Mrs Budding during the 
external exam time 

Yr 11& 12 Art Work completion day for all internal     
                               standards -  Fri 13th Nov 
Yr12 Sports  U6400 & U6401 First Aid Course - 
           Studies    3rd & 4th December  
 AS 90439  Indoor Rock Climbing - 
                                Tues 10 Nov 
Yr 12 Biology AS 90457  Periods 3 & 4 – Fri 13th Nov 
       & all day Friday 20th Nov 
 

Year 11, 12 and 13 Revision Classes 
English Revision classes by appointment with your 

English teacher.   
Yr 11 Maths Wed 18th Nov 10am – 4pm        A7 
 Thurs 19th Nov 11am – 2pm        A7 
                 3pm – 5pm         A7 
Yr 12 Maths Thurs 12th Nov  8.30am–10am     A7  

3pm – 5pm         A7 
Fri 13th Nov 8.30–12.30pm    A7 

                               3pm – 5pm         A7 
Yr 12 Biology      Thurs 12th Nov Period 3 
 (Ecology & Genetics) 
Yr 13 History As per normal class times: Mon p5, Tues 

p3, Thurs p3, Fri p3 until the exam on 
Friday 27th Nov.   

Yr 13 Biology  Tues 10th Nov  3pm – 4pm 
 

Year 11 Tutorial Centre 
As part of the Year 11 revision lead up to NCEA external 
examinations Mrs Fiona Crawford, Year 11 Dean has 
introduced a Thursday 3pm – 4.30pm Year 11 Tutorial 
Centre.  This centre will be run weekly on Thursdays until 
the 26th of November in A12.  The centre will be a place 
where students can come and do independent study on any 
of their subjects, work on assessments and have help in any 
area they are requiring.  Ms Crawford and other staff will be 
available to assist students where possible.   
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PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY   
 

Early Finish 
The PPTA has requested to use their entitlement Union 
Meeting time on the afternoon of Wednesday 18th 
November.  This means classes will end at 12.30pm 
that day.  Supervision will be available in the library for 
students who need to stay at school.  Could any parent 
who wishes their child to be supervised at school in the 
afternoon please leave a message at the school office, 
phone 2375248.  We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by this early closure.   
 

Enrolments 2010 
Preference enrolments were due by the end of 
Term 3. There are only limited places left in year 7. 
If you have not yet enrolled your child please get 
the enrolment to us as soon as possible.  Once the 
enrolment is submitted you will be contacted about 
an interview.   
 

School Uniform for 2010 
Students starting at Bishop Viard College next year need 
to try on and order their uniform.   It is possible to lay-
by your son’s/daughter’s uniform.  Payment on lay-bys 
can be made through the school office or by automatic 
payment.  A deposit of 10% is required on all orders.  
Payment is by Eftpos, cash or automatic payment.  
Please note we do not have the facility for credit card 
payments.  Winz quotes are available upon request.  A 
10% discount is offered for orders over $300 when paid 
in full.  Uniform parcels will not be made up until they 
are fully paid for.  If your child grows prior to 
commencing at Bishop Viard College we will, of 
course, exchange the uniform ordered for one of the 
correct size.   Please contact Mrs Clinch, phone 237-
5248 ext 771 to arrange a suitable time.   

 
The supplier for our PE uniform has gone out of 
business. We have accessed a new supplier but there 
will a modification to the design and fabric for 2010.  

 
BOOK AMNESTY 

ON ALL LIBRARY AND  
TEXT BOOKS  

A large number of library and text                    
books are missing.  Please check 

under your bed, in the wardrobe, bookcases etc and 
return them to the library by Friday 20th  November.  
No questions asked.   
 

Canteen Prices 
A revision of prices charged in the canteen has recently 
been undertaken.  As a result some prices have needed 
to be adjusted.  While we endeavour to keep prices as 
low as we can, food prices continue to increase along 
with wage increases.  New prices take effect from 
Monday 9 November.  Attached to this newsletter is a 
flyer advertising the new prices.   

 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM   
 

Mass 
Every Wednesday morning Mass is celebrated in the school 
chapel at 8am. This is wonderful way to start the day. All 
students, staff and parents are invited to come along. 
 

Bullying is NOT Okay 
Nobody has the right to hurt other people by hitting them, 
kicking them, calling them names, spreading rumours about 
them or by doing anything else which is intended to be 
upsetting.  We have been studying in Social Studies the 
impact of bullying and it is terrible!  We want to help 
prevent or stop it.  Bullies try to justify their actions by 
saying that it is their victims fault for being different.  They 
may pick on someone who is tall or small, fat or thin, wear 
glasses or for anything.  If you get bullied talk to someone 
you can trust ,Ms Madigan, Mrs Maehe, a teacher, parent, 
older friend or relative.  You need to be persistent.  If the 
first person you talk to ignores you DON’T GIVE UP!  
Speak to someone else.  Most importantly, do something.  
Sometimes bullying stops quickly but doing nothing means it 
may continue until someone is seriously hurt or upset.  
Bullying is NOT okay!  But it is okay to ask for help! 

Students of 9FI 
 

EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Melbourne Trip  
On the 5th of October a group of 9 students and 3 teachers 
went to Melbourne, Australia.  We were originally planning 
to travel to Japan in April 2010 but were unfortunately 
unable to raise enough money.  We stayed at a school in 
Mentone an hour away from central Melbourne.  The school 
we stayed at was called Kilbreda College, an all girls’ 
catholic school founded by the Brigidine Sisters.  On the first 
day we were shown around the school by 3 girls then we 
went to the wharf in Melbourne and had a lunch packed by 
the canteen lady at the school.  We did a lot of activities in 
Australia including the Chicago stage show, Melbourne 
aquarium, the zoo, a night time tour at a prison, dinner at 
Papa Ginos and so much more.  We had such a good time 
thanks to Mrs Crawford, Ms Lindsay and Ms Lorenc.   

Yvette Larsen  
 

SCHOOL MURALS 
PLIMMERTON 

UNDERPASS 
You are invited to the 
opening of the School 
Murals for the 
Plimmerton Underpass 
on Saturday 28th 
November at 2pm at 
the Plimmerton 
Underpass.  Students 
from Bishop Viard 

College have participated by creating a class mural in Year 
10 Art.   
 

Special Character 
On 16th September six of our students received Holy 
Communion for the first time.  Tarquinn Alatipi, Hatali 
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Edwards, Shayle Marino, Lisa Biiri, Pariss Patelesio, 
Liam Brown and Justina Miti also received the third 
Sacrament of Initiation, Confirmation at the Mass 
celebrating the bicentennial of Bishop Viard’s birth on 
11th October in the school hall.  Archbishop John Dew 
was the celebrant of this Mass and many local priests 
and Marist members joined him in celebration.  It was a 
memorable occasion for all.  Year 10 students started 
with a drama depicting the life of Bishop Viard and 
local Kiribati and Samoan groups participated in the 
liturgy.   
 

STARS Graduation 
At the start of the year we first met our Year 9 students.  
We were put in a classroom with them and had to take 

the lesson.  We 
were quite nervous 
and didn’t really 
know what we had 
got ourselves into.   
Every Thursday 
period 5 we would 
lead a lesson for 
the Year 9’s and 
teach them things 

such as health & nutrition, goal setting and how to 
prevent bullying etc.  We went on camp with them, led 
them in the community challenge and helped them in the 
community adventure in Wellington City.  Throughout 
the year, doing all these activities and lessons with the 
Year 9’s we all became good friends and grew as 
leaders and role models.  It was awesome to see how the 
Year 9’s developed friendships with each other and 
became more confident  
amongst each 
other.  
Graduation 
night was a 
spectacular 
night for both 
mentors and 
Year 9 
students.  The 
highlight for 
us, the mentors 
was performing with our Year 9 students because 
having to perform together showed us just how much 
these students had grown in confidence.  Watching the 
Year 9 students’ graduate made us all so proud of our 
achievements especially our team work.  A past Head 
boy of Bishop Viard College, John Schwalger gave an 
inspiring speech about being true to ourselves and our 
heritage.  We wish all these Year 9 graduates best of 
luck for the future.   

Justina, Marie, Jesse, Ebony &  Jarrod 
(Year 12 Mentors) 

 
GATEWAY Graduation 2009 

A record number of parents and friends turned up to the 
Gateway graduation 2009 held on October 28 in the 
school library. There were some short speeches, 
including student speakers from Cole Gunn and Nicole 
White followed by students presenting their employers 
with gifts in appreciation of their support this year.  The 

2009 Gateway Cup 
was won jointly by 
Nicole White 
(employed by Harvey 
World Travel) and 
Brad Walsh 
(employed by Freear 
Philip Ltd (Builders).  
The evening 

concluded with a delicious supper produced by the Food 
Technology Dept. 

 

Seeking Homestay Family for 2010 

Bishop Viard College will once again be hosting a 17 year 
old girl from Germany from 28th January 2010 for 6 months.  
She is a fluent English speaker however she does have an 
allergy to cats.   It is preferable for the host family to provide 
a separate bedroom for the student.   

If you are interested or would like more information about 
hosting an international student please contact Mrs Sharon 
Johnson, Homestay Co-ordinator on phone 237-5248 ext 
812 or 027 4208877.  

Host families will be paid a weekly allowance which covers 
accommodation and meals (3 meals per day).   

Sports  

The annual general meeting was held on 22th October and 
the following persons were elected as the 2009/10 Sports 
Committee:  Chairperson Karl McLennan, Treasurer Marek 
Wolbinski, Secretary Paula Williams, committee members 
William Knott, Rosa Niko, Kyle Ericson, Tina Hunt, Paul 
Mather, Raewyn Janson.   

The annual sports’ prizegiving was held on 4 November.     
A special thanks to past pupil Brent Anderson (1972-1977, 
first ever All Black for Bishop Viard College) for his 
motivational speech.  Attached to this newsletter is a list of 
the sports prizegiving recipients. 

The Fitness Club will be starting next Thursday 12th 
November until the end of term.  This is an opportunity for 
any sports club members to join in some after school fitness:  
aerobic, speed, agility and strength training for all sports 
codes.   

Dragon boat letters were sent out last week to those students 
who expressed an interest in forming the 2010 dragon boat 
team.  Registration fees must be paid by Tuesday 1st 
December to enable to the team to be entered into the 
competition.  For further information please contact Karl 
McLennan through the school office.   

We are seeking applications from any parents interested in 
coaching or managing a college sports’ team in 

2010. It is our intention to have as many 
teams entered in the College Sport 

Wellington competition as possible. 
However, we rely heavily on parental and 

community involvement to make this happen. 
Could you please express your interest in writing to Setefano 
Mikaio, Sports Coordinator, by Friday 20th November. If 
you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact 
Setefano at the College. Thank you.  

Setefano Mikaio (Sports Co-ordinator) 
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Careers 

·  Career guidance, including assistance with 
preparing and updating CVs, will be available to all 
senior students during the exam period and beyond.  
Parents are welcome to come in and discuss careers 
with their son or daughter.  Please phone Ms Conal 
2375248 Ext 825 to make an appointment. 

·  Ms Conal has information about some GAP year 
opportunities through a programme that runs from 
25 January – 14 May 2010.  You can also go 
directly to the website www.gapyear.org.nz 

·  Ms Conal has information on Rotary exchange 
programmes, which are open to students aged 15 – 
19.  Applicants should be above average 
academically and have demonstrated leadership.  
www.rotary.org.nz 

·  Various courses at Whitireia are currently 
interviewing applicants for next year.  If your 
son/daughter is intending to apply for a course at 
Whitireia, phone 2373100 to check on any 
important details for a particular course. 

·  Otago University is offering scholarships to 
students of Maori descent interested in the Health 
Sciences foundation year in 2010.  Free phone 0800 
80 12 12 or go to uofs.reception @otago.ac.nz 

·  The New Zealand Education and Scholarship Trust 
are offering ten scholarships to top academic 
students for next year sponsored by Apple 
Computers, Aurora Energy and WHK (auditing). 
Applications close 20 November; see Ms Conal for 
details or email s.taylor@nzest.ac.nz 

 

End of Year Events 
 

Year 13 Graduation Dinner   

This year’s Graduation Dinner will be 
held at Paremata Boating Club from 

6.30-9.30pm on Friday 13th November.      
Tickets cost $30 each.  We apologise 

for the change of date from our previously published 
calendar.  Students were given a notice last week and 
payments were to be paid by today, Friday 6th 
November.    

 
End of Year Mass and Prizegiving 

The annual Prizegiving ceremony for 2009 will be held 
on Wednesday 9th 
December 6.30pm in the 
school hall commencing 
with Mass. Please note the 
change in start time.   All 
parents and caregivers are 
invited to come and 
celebrate the wonderful 

achievements of our pupils.  
 

 
 
 
 

Bishop Phillip J Viard SM  
was the first Bishop of Wellington 1848 – 1872 

 
Prayer 
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-Pope Benedict XVI: prayer intention for November 
 
 
 
Nov   

Tues 10th  
7pm 

Snr Locker Key Return  
Remembrance Mass in Chapel 

Wed 11th 11.10-12.30pm 
12.30pm 

Snr Certificate Awards  
Yrs 11, 12 & 13 finish early  

Fri 13th 6.30-9.30pm Yr 13 Graduation Dinner 

Mon 16th  NCEA commences  

13th – 19th   Yr 9 & 10 Exams  

18th 12.30pm Early Finish.  Staff union meeting 
Mon 30th 7pm BOT Meeting 

Dec   

Wed 2nd  NCEA Concludes 

Thurs 3rd  Senior Textbook Return 

Fri 4th  Yr 7 & 8 Achievers Day  

Sun 6th Following 
10am Mass 

Whanau Consultation at Te 
Ngakau Tapu  

Mon 7th 9-3pm STARS Training day in Hall  

Tues 8th  Jnr Locker Key Return 

Wed 9th 12.30pm 
6.30pm 

School closes  
Annual Prizegiving 

Thurs 10th 9.40am School beginnings  
Newsletter Posted  
Yr 7-10 reports posted 

Fri 11th 11am-12pm 
12noon  

Jnr Awards Ceremony  
School closes   

            4 November 2009 
 

 
H.R. Aitken (Principal) 
 
 

Bishop Viard College 
PO Box 50 075 
Porirua 
Ph. (04) 237 5248    Fax (04) 237 5888 
E-Mail:  principal@viard.school.nz

� I've learned... 
No matter how small, acknowledge the 
achievement.     


