
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Bishop Viard College is committed to each student’s intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical, cultural and social development.  

The whole person is encouraged to grow in Christ, and in the awareness that the possession of knowledge 
 is a call to serve others in building the kingdom of God 

April 2008 
Greetings    Kia Ora    Talofa lava    Faka’alofa a tu   Kia Orana    Taloha ni    Malo e lelei 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
`

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Bean enjoys a challenge with students at the Year 9 
Stars camp. 

Samoan Language students at Te Papa for the launch of the 
UN Year of Languages 

BOOK NOW  
Don’t miss this wonderful display of 

student talent at Bishop Viard College 
 

Big River (Musical) 
School Production 

7pm 
10th – 12th April 

Adults $10 
Students $5 

 

Wednesday 9th April: Cabaret Performance 
Limited tickets available at $20 from the 

office 
 

 
Friday 30 May 2008 
5.00 pm  Registrations Open 
7.00pm – 10.00pm  Mix ‘n Mingle 

(Finger food & drinks) 
Formal Photographs 
 

Saturday 31 May 2008 
11.00am – 3.00pm  Family Open Day 
Sporting, cultural and learning activities for past pupils 
and their families. school tours, participation, 
reminiscence, art auction 
Lunch will be available to purchase at the college. 
 

7.00pm –12.00am  Jubilee Dinner and 
Dance (cash bar) 
 

Sunday 1 June 2008 
12 noon   Jubilee Mass 
1.15pm   Light Lunch 

Enrolments are flowing in for the celebration of our 
40th jubilee this Queen’s Birthday Weekend (30th May 
– 1st June 2008).  If you know of any past pupils or 
teachers who would appreciate knowing about this 
event please encourage them visit the Past Pupils 
section of the college website 
http://www.viard.school.nz/jub1.htm.   
For further information please contact Mrs Marian 
Blackford (nee Cranney) on 
bot.chair@viard.school.nz.   
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From the Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees met on 17th March.  It endorsed 
the decision made by the uniform committee to alter the 
uniform for the boys.  All boys throughout the school 
now have two options available.  They may wear a white 
shirt, tie and black regulation school trousers with or 
without the school blazer or school grey shorts and a 
grey shirt.  The school jersey may be worn with either 
uniform. Grey long trousers will be gradually phased 
out.    
 
We would appreciate feedback from parents on aspects 
of our Health & Safety.  If you did not complete a survey 
form at the recent Parent Teacher Interviews and would 
like to provide feedback please email 
botchair@viard.school.nz for a copy.   

Marian Blackford (Chairperson) 
 

Attendance Dues 
Parents are reminded that if they have difficulty with 
attendance dues they should contact the Principal or one 
of the Proprietor’s representatives on the Board of 
Trustees to arrange some assistance. It is important not 
to let debts build up to become unmanageable. The 
Proprietor’s representatives are: 
Marian Blackford 
Fr John van der Kaa 
Matthew White  
Theresa Peteli 
The school office can put you in touch with any of these 
or with the Principal.  
 

Staffing 
Gary Shuker (Art Department) has tendered his 
resignation and will be travelling overseas next term.  
We thank Gary for his 10 years of service and inspiration 
to the students of Bishop Viard College and wish him 
well for his future in a new country.   
 

Acknowledging our Students 
Congratulations 

�  To Vanessa Gilmour, member of the Storm 
marching team, winners of the National Marching 
Competition. 

�  To Ana Fetu and Kayla Fonoti-Vilikai  on being 
awarded scholarships at the Otago University 
Pacific Students’ Leadership Day 

�  To Jessika Akavi on winning the Junior Regional 
Discus Championship and qualifying for North 
Island Secondary Schools Athletic Championships 
in Auckland.  

�  To Maseka Lupo on his second placing in the 
Junior Regional Discus Championship and on 
qualifying for the North Island Secondary Schools 
Athletic Championships in Auckland.  

�  To the Year 8 Rippa Rugby team, captained by 
Salio Siaunuua, who were undefeated in winning 
their pool in the Western Bays Competition 

  

Pacific Students Leadership Day 
On Friday 28th March Otago University held a leadership 
day at their Wellington Hospital Campus. Our year 11 
Samoan Language class attended, accompanied by Mrs 
Pepe Robertson and senior students Kayla Fonoti-Vilikai 

and Ana Fetu. 
Students were 
introduced to 
various 
aspects of 
careers in a 
variety of 
health 
disciplines. 
Kayla and 
Fetu made 
speech 

presentations along with students from the other colleges in 
attendance. Their presentations were judged the best on the 
day and they were awarded trophies, scholarships and 
holiday employment.  
 

Barbershop Entertainers 
The accolades continue to flow in for our barbershop boys. 
This latest tribute was received recently from Fr Paul 
O’Connor, and it is the other qualities in combination with 
the singing that are so impressive! 
Congratulations! 
At our monthly lunch for senior parishioners the organisers 
had asked Lois Hill to bring along your international 
barbershop quartet! They were wonderful. 
An elderly parishioner and a former teacher - who sent her 
children to BVC - told me that she made the original 
suggestion. I sat with Lois and her students during the 
lunch. They were obviously intelligent, articulate and 
dedicated musicians. I hope that their musical dedication, 
their professionalism and their warmth encourages our 
parish!  
I don't praise BVC students because I have sentimental 
connections: I praise them because they have talent, 
professionalism and courtesy. Please thank them for me. 

Their 
professionalism, 
their warmth and 
their modesty are 
impressive - and 
they need to know 
this. Tell them this 
from me! I hope 
that BVC 
encourages them to 
deepen their 
obvious talents. 

 Paul O'Connor 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Thanks 
To the St Vincent de Paul shop who donated a number of 
costumes to our Drama Department for the production of 
Big River.  
 
We are grateful to Ricoh who have 
sponsored our booklets for the Year 9 
Stars programme for the last two years. These booklets 
contain the manual for teachers, the manual for senior 
mentors and the worksheets for the year 9 students. Ricoh 
have generously agreed to continue their sponsorship of the 
programme for the next two years.  

Term 1 fire drill practice 

Kayla Fonoti-Viliaki and Ana Fetu  
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Renouf, Sinead, Salio and Lucy-Anne 

working with magnets. 

 
STARS Camp 

This year’s camp at the 
Wellesley Camp in the 
Akatarawa Ranges 
enjoyed a week of 
brilliant weather enabling 
a full round of outdoor 
activities. The goal was to 
take students away from 

their normal 
environment and 
comfort zone and 
lead them through a 
range of specific 
skills including 

communication, 
problem solving and 
goal setting.  Project 
K leaders, teachers, 
parent helpers and 

senior mentors were all thrilled with the positive 
response of the year 9 students.  
Examples of student evaluation comments included: 
“The bivvy night was awesome because we experienced 
what it is like to sleep in the bush and we also built new 
friendships” 
“Search and rescue was heaps of fun. 
We had to find a missing person called 
‘Dora’” 
“One problem I had was I am not a 
confident swimmer. I achieved this new 
goal by swimming when my friends 
swam.” 
 

Weekly Mass 
Mass is celebrated in the Chapel each Wednesday at 
8am. Students, staff, parents and grandparents are invited 
to join in praying for the members of the school 
community and their continued growth in knowledge and 
wisdom.  

Fuelled 4 School 
This year Bishop Viard 
College is promoting the 
national programme ‘Fuelled 4 
School’.  This a student driven 
programme aimed at healthy 
lifestyles of College students. 

 
Last Monday, Miss Norman, Ebony Sushames and Paul 
Benton-Willis attended the first Fuelled 4 School 
workshops to evaluate the goals set by the Fuelled team 
for the school this year. 
 
As part of the launch for Fuelled 4 School Chris Carter, 
the Minister of Education will be joining us, along with 
the Fuelled Team and the Hip Hop Crew for a ‘Fuelled’ 
day on Tuesday, 15th April.  This day will be the official 
launch for the school’s healthy goals and a chance to 
look at a healthy lifestyle in positive light.  
 
Keep your eyes peeled for the up and coming 
information and events. Take part and get out there.   Get 
yourselves Fuelled 4 Life! 

 
 

 

Staff Professional Development 
Staff spent the professional development day last 
Wednesday examining the new curriculum document and its 
implications. There are major implications for how teachers 
view their task and relate their teaching to the development 
of their students. In particular all teaching aims to develop 
five key competencies in all students. These are: 

·  Thinking 
·  Using language, symbols and text 
·  Managing Self 
·  Relating to others 
·  Participating and contributing 

Learning is seen to encompass all these areas through all the 
different subject disciplines.  
 

NCEA 2007 Results 
Statistics have now been published by NZQA for the 2007 
NCEA. It is pleasing to see a significant improvement in our 
results in line with our predictions. We hope that the 
programmes we have been working on will continue to help 
our students to achieve to their fullest. In particular we are 
looking to carry the Level 1 improvement through to Levels 
2 and 3. The key statistics for Bishop Viard College are: 
 
Students in Yr 11 achieving NCEA Level 1 56.7% 
Students in Yr 11 achieving Literacy 62.7% 
Students in Yr 11 achieving Numeracy 95.5% 
Students in Yr 12 achieving NCEA Level 2 35.4% 
Yr 13 students who had achieved Level 1 92% 
Yr 13 students who had achieved Level 2 70% 
Students in Yr 12 achieving NCEA Level 3 28% 

 
Study Fellowship 

As part of Mrs Stewart's New Zealand Science, Maths & 
Technology Teacher Fellowship, she has been privileged to 
help develop Physics multimedia resources for the New 
Zealand Physics Teachers' Resource Bank website at 
www.physics.school.nz. Mrs Stewart is working under the 
guidance of Dr Howard Lukefahr and John Hannah at the 
School of Chemical and Physical Sciences, Victoria 
University of Wellington, and the MacDiarmid Institute for 
Advanced Materials and Nanotechnology. Four Year 8 
students, Renouf, 
Salio, Sinead and 
Lucy-Anne, have 
been taking part in 
the filming of the 
Physics 
experiments, under 
the supervision of 
Howard.  Many of 

Renouf and Salio operating the 
camera. 

Lucy-Anne and Sinead watching 
Howard perform his tricks. 
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the resources Mrs Stewart is developing will help 
students understand the physics of storms that affect 
pacific islands.   
   

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY 

Sacramental Programme 
Students wishing to prepare for the reception of the 
Sacraments (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation) need 
to register with Mrs Thain before the end of this term.  
The programme will commence in Week 1 Term 2. 

Art Folders 
Students who still have art work in storage in the Art 
Department are asked to collect their folders before Mr 
Shuker leaves at the end of this term.  Folders from 2007 
will need to be retained at school for Moderation 
purposes but all folders prior to 2007 need to be 
reclaimed.   

Year 7 Immunisations  
The Public Health nurses will be at 
school on Wednesday 16th April, 9am – 
12noon offering immunisation against 
diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough 
vaccinations to all Year 7 students.   
 
 

  EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Sports  

Winter Sports teams have now been registered. All 
player registration fees must be paid promptly to confirm 
placement in any team.  

Setefano Mikaio 
Sports Co-ordinator 

 

Careers  
·   Waikato University is offering a Sir Edmund Hillary 

scholarship programme that encourages achievement 
of all-round excellence.  They are seeking students 
with 60 credits at level 3 in 4 NCEA subjects and an 
established record of excellence in sport or 
performing arts.  More information can be requested 
at highperformance@uleisure.co.nz  and Ms Conal 
has brochures. 

·  Victoria University is running information evenings 
for parents and students.  The key dates this year are 
Thursday 8 May and Thursday 6 November.  
Victoria’s first liaison visit to Viard will be on 
Friday, 18 April  in Year 13 Life Skills time. 

·  Year 13 will have career interviews with a 
professional career counsellor on 7, 9 and 12 May. 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
 

“Arise Women of God …” www.dove.org.nz. 
Come Away … an invitation for a life changing weekend 
of restoration for ALL women … all ages, all cultures, 
all denominations hosted by the Dove Catholic 
Fellowship for Women.  Speaker:  Ruth Clarke  

25th – 27th April 
Lake Taupo Christian Camp 

Contact:  Sybil Simpson (07) 839 3330 

Easter Prayer 
From the waters of Baptism you have 

raised me with Christ and renewed your  
gift of life within me. 

Increase in my mind and heart 
the risen life I share with Christ 

and help me to grow in your 
wisdom and grace. 

 

Lord Jesus, you appeared to your  
apostles after the resurrection and filled 

their hearts with joy when you said to them 
"Peace be with you". 

May the peace of your presence 
abide with me and make each day you 

give me the most beautiful day of my life. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
April    
9th – 11th  Senior Production 

Yr 8 Dental Technician on site  
Wed 9th  11.45am Maori Mass in Chapel 
Thu 10th  Senior Pasifika Careers Fono 
Fri 11th  Yr 8 Dental Technician on site  
14th – 18th  

7pm 
Yr12 Outdoor Education Camp 
BOT Meeting  

Tue15th  
10am 
6pm 

Fuelled 4 School Day 
Visit by Minister of Education 
Sports Club Meeting  

Wed 16th 9-12noon 
11.50 

Yr 7 Immunisations  
Assembly  

Thu 17th 7.30pm Parents & Friends Meeting  
Fri 18th  Term 1 Ends  
Sun 20th  1st XV v St Johns College in 

Hastings 
May   
Mon 5th 8.40am 

2.05pm 
Term 2 commences  
Classes end. Staff  Development 

Thu 8th  Yr 13 History Trip 
Fri 9th  Yr 13 careers interviews begin 

Newsletter posted 
Sat 17th  O’Shea Shield (Napier) 
23rd – 24th  Barbershop Quartet Regionals 
30th – 1st June  Jubilee Celebrations  

3 April 2008 

 
 
Bishop Viard College 
PO Box 50 075 
Porirua 
 

Ph. (04) 237 5248 
Fax (04) 237 5888 

I've learned... 
That those who are sane enough not to 
take themselves too seriously will be 
valued by those about them. 
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E-Mail:  principal@viard.school.nz   


