Newsletter

March 2008
Greetings

40th Jubileg

Bishop Viard College will celebrate 40 years of
educating catholic students this Queen’s Birthday
Weekend (30 May — £ June 2008). Registration
forms and programme details are attached to this
newsletter. If you are not a past pupil but kndw o
someone who is we would appreciate it if you could

pass the registration forms on. Additional
registration forms are available via the Past Rupil
section of the college website
http://www.viard.school.nz/jubl.htm For further
information please contact Mrs Marian Blackford
(nee Cranney) ohot.chair@viard.school.nz

From the Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees met on February 25. The
Principal reported to the BOT on several areas that
will be of interest to families. Final statisticeeanot

yet available regardingNCEA results for 2007
however the interim results show a continuing
improvement. In 2007 a greater percentage of our
students achieved in all three levels of NCEA. A
higher percentage of students also gained Level
One Numeracy and University Entrance. In
measuring academic achievement the BOT places
particular emphasis on the level of qualification
gained by students completing year 13. This figure
remains consistently high with 70% of these
students having achieved NCEA level 2 and 92%
with Level 1. These figures include new settlers,

Kia Ora Talofalava Faka'alofa a

tu KiaOrana Talohani Malo e lelei

over the last few years identifies family involvame
in learning as a very important factor for succéisis
pleasing to see families attending the parent
information evenings at the beginning of the ydas
perhaps through strengthening the link between our
homes and our school that we will see even greater
improvements in our results this year.

Marian Blackford (Chairperson)

=y
=

—
=
L

Parents and Friends and Year 13 students serve up the
BBQ on Parent Information Evening.

Declaration of Authentic Catholic Education
The New Zealand Catholic Education Office has
refreshed and re-edited its ‘Declaration of Autient
Catholic Education’ publication. A copy of this
publication is attached to this newsletter for your
information.

ESOL and students on the Learning Support

Acknowledging our Students

Register. Student absences throughout 2007
clearly show that Viard rates are at a lower level
than other schools both locally and nationwide.
Maintaining and even improving these low rates is
key to ensuring our students’ academic success.

Over the next two months we will be reviewing two
areas in the college, Health and Safety and Plgnnin
and Review. We will be approaching members of
the school community for feedback. However, if
you have some specific feedback please be in touch
with me through the school office. There are also
many schooling improvement projects that the
school is participating in and benefiting from.
These always require additional efforts from our
staff and the BOT appreciate this. Many of these
also have aspects of encouraging whanau
involvement in our children’s learning. Research

Congratulations
To the following students who completed their Stars
Mentors Training Programme in the Christmas
holidays:Jessica Lacey, Mapihi Kelland, Daniel
Afolau, Daniel Hoffland, David Alsford, Sonny Miti,
Chad Va, Chantal Uialatea, Ana Fetu, Jade Palma,
Karina Shann, Theresa loane, Brooke Leota,
Bernadette Schwalger, Abel Campbell-Lemma,
McKenzie Proffitt, Emmanuel Mururi, Cameo
Cosgrove.
To our Student Leadership Council Membeganny
Miti, Jessica Jansen (Head Students)Chad Va,
Jessica Lacey(Deputies)Hancey Koning, Josephine
Lafaele Greg McClean, and Mapihi Kelland.
To our Sports CaptaindBrooke Leota and Daniel
Hoffland.
To our House Captains:
Assumptionist: Jay Gibb, Akoia Schutz

Mission Statement

Bishop Viard College is committed to each studantellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical, autal and social development.
The whole person is encouraged to grow in Christ] & the awareness that the possession of knowledg
is a call to serve others in building the kingdofiGod




Brigidine: Max Laki, Vanessa Gilmour
Cardinal:  Jacob Faletutulu, Ashley Gray
Diocesan: Daniel Afolau. Briony Larsen

To Paul Willis-Benton, Kieran Wright, Alysia

Walsh and Jody Dorganwho were presented with
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards this week.
To Bronagh Ryan, who qualified and is currently
competing in the New Zealand National Age Group
Swimming Championships in Christchurch.

To Jessika Akavi and Meseka Lupovho were

both placed first in the discus for their age gap
the Western Zone Athletic Sports.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

(6%@)\ BOOK AMNESTY
DN ON ALL LIBRARY AND
"/,\’/j‘ TEXT BOOKS
;=2 A large number of library and text

books are missing. Please check
under your bed, in the wardrobe, bookcases etc and
return them to the librarlgy 21 March. No questions
asked.

Student Identity Cards
Students aged between 16 and 19 years are oniglelig
for child fares upon presentation of an approvedt@h
ID. These cards are often useful for students lohges
and it is likely further benefits will apply to @hholders
during the year.The cost of the card is $5.00, payable
on order. ID photos have been taken and the aaittls
be available to students within the next two weé€ksler
forms are available from the school office.

2007 Yearbooks
The 2007 yearbook is available for purchase from th
office. $20.00 each. Prior to purchasing pledseck
with the office that your yearbook has not alreddgn
paid for.

Sound Field Systems
We are very grateful to Peter Snow of the TitahyBa
Lion’s Club for his work in securing sound fieldssgms
for 24 of our rooms. These were installed at the eh
2007 and are now in regular use.

Barbershop
The “One Voice” Barbershop chorus who recently
returned from Texas is performing regularly for
community events. The next performance is to open
‘Creekfest’ at 9.30am on f5March and sing the
National Anthem. They will perform again before frila

Our Viard CD is also on sale for $20 each. Many
students were involved in this. Make sure you pase
your copy from Mrs Hill.

Homework
Mathematics homework books must be purchased ffor al
year 9 and 10 students. Cost is $14 and needs to be
purchased from the school office. Senior studemnts i
11MAT1 and 12MAT1 need to purchase a workbook
($20). Students without these books will be
disadvantaged as they will not be able to keepitip w
the independent study routine required to supbeit t
class work.

The following information is provided by Team Up.
Helping with homework:
Secondary students have homework nearly every nidy a
while your teen may not need your input directhere are
still things you can do to help them manage theciased
workload and help them achieve their best.
Help them set a daily routine for homework time.
See if they work better with music or backgroundap
but turn off the TV!
Get young siblings to play in another space, oa dwiet
activity.
Be available for your teen to ask your opinionar f
help.
Talk to the teacher, if your teen regularly straggio
complete homework.
Some questions you could ask include:
- What's your assignment today?
When is it due?
Do you need special resources, for example, ddripe
library or access to a computer or special supplies
Is it a long-term assignment, for example, science
project?
For a major project, would it help to write out tteps
or make a schedule?
Would a practice test be useful?

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY

Teacher Only Day — Wednesday 26th March
The Minister of Education has requested that aflosts
take a day for their teachers to study and plan ther
implementation of the New Curriculum. We will be
working with teachers from other local schools on
Wednesday 2B March. There will be no classes for
students on this day.

Year 7 Immunisations
The Public Health nurses will be at
school onWednesday 18 April, 9am —
12noon offering immunisation against
diphtheria, tetanus and whooping cough “
vaccinations to all Year 7 students

Year 9 STARS Camp
Preparations are well underway for the STARS Outdoo
Education Camp from Monday 10~ 14" March. This
involves 85 students and 9 staff members. Camgp 6ée
$80.00 remain outstanding for many students. mmeeds to
be paid to the office immediately.

Parent Teacher Interviews & Reports
Our first Parent / Teacher interviews for the yedrbe
held on Monday, $1March, 3.30pm — 5.30pm and 6.30pm
— 8pm. Progress Reports will be distributed to R@ren
arrival at school.

Year 6 & 7 Athletic Sports Day
Can you Help ?

OnTuesday £ (postponement date Thursdd§ &pril) our
Year 7 students are hosting the Year 6 students foar
local Catholic primary schools for an Athletics 8sdDay.
Students will participate in High Jump, Long Jur8pftball



Throw, Sprints & Relays. The events will be orgziui Registrations for summer sports needed to be iméyirst
by our senior Sports Studies’ students. We have a week of term for teams to be entered. Winter Sports
sausage sizzle at lunchtime for all the studendsveould Registration Forms were sent out with the February
appreciate some parent help in serving this. i goe newsletter. The deadline for registering for thegger

able to help between 11.30am — 1pm please contact sports isiext Friday 14" March. To date only 30

Sharon Johnson, Principal’'s Secretary on 237-5248 e  registration forms have been returned. If youldchishes
812. Parents are welcome to come along and whé&h t to play a winter sport then registrations musteadturned
child participate in the day’s activities 10am -n2p by the 14 of March to allow enough time for coaches and

managers to organise their teams and register ithtertheir
EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

appropriate league competitions. For further imfation
- - - regarding sports registrations please contact Satef
Big River (Musical) Mikaio on 237-5248 ext 766.
School Production
o™ — 17" April

Setefano Mikaio
Sports Co-ordinator
Rehearsals and preparations are
well underway under the very
capable direction of Bob Cater.
Put a ring around your calendar
for April 9" a Cabaret Evening
— food provided — cost $20 per
ticket. Other performances will be on April 10tH™
and 12" with tickets costing $10 adults & $5 students.
Our very talented performers are promising a gsbatv.
The musical story tells of Huckleberry Finn and his
journey.

Year 10 Orientation
All students of 10CL, 9/10DK, 10FN and 10SE enjoyed
a walk up Colonial Knob last Thursday. We ventuoed
at 9:30 to brave the stairs of Colonial knob ashhbaet
physical and mental challenge for many of the gitsle
After enjoying some of the beauties nature provifies
us, during the walk, we all actively participatedteam
building and trust activities. There was a lot efgonal

Former student, Jessica Furfie, helps a group of 10CL
students in a team buildina exercise on Colonial Knob.

Life Skills

growth from this experience and | know we will dooie
to work with these students as they continue tevgand
face challenges through year 10.

Fiona Evans

Year 10 Dean

Year 13 Classics trip
The year 13 Classical Studies
thoroughly enjoyed a trip to
Victoria University where they
had the chance to se€he
Frogs by Aristophanes. This
was a once in a life time
opportunity where they were
able to see the hilariously
funny two and a half thousand
year old play about an old man
addicted to jury service. A great learning expeseefor
all.

Sports
25 students attended the Western Zone Athletidgh®n
3“ March at the Newtown Stadium. Overall our stugent
achieved some good results with-46" places being
awarded in some of the events. Jessica Akavi and
Meseka Lupo were both placed first in the discus fo
their age groups and now qualify for the regional
competition on the 12March. We wish them both the
best of luck. We currently have 2 Tennis teamgipta
in the College Sport Competition with some very
competitive results being produced. Well done.

All Year 12 students are studying driving theorgan
have the opportunity to earn 3 credits at Level 2 o
NCEA for U.S. 3462. Their assessment will be
Thursday next week.
All Year 13 students are taking a six week Plunket
course in the care of young children and babigseyT
can earn 2 credits at Level 2.

Careers
Over the next two weeks, a number of studentsheill
attending STAR courses at Whitireia PolytechnitisT
is an opportunity to ‘taste’ various careers arst &b
earn NCEA credits. If your son or daughter isradteg
one of these courses a letter will be sent homle avit
permission slip to return. Please ensure s/hadgtthe
course on time on each of the scheduled days.
On April 2, the Inzone careers vehicle will visitavd
College and be on site all day. Itis a massivednd
there will be opportunity for a large number ofsdas to
visit and view information about 16 career areas.
Parents are very welcome to call in and visit alspone
is sponsored by ASB.
Partners Porirua Trust has a programme for students
interested in a career working with the disabléd.
begins on approximately 27 March and operates durin
the normal school hours from a base at the Emplayme
Hub in Porirua (in the old State Insurance builfling
There is an opportunity for senior students to d&n
credits at Level 2, with the possibility of 8 mdoe
advanced study. Students attend the course on a
Thursday (instead of the regular school day) for 25



weeks. If your son or daughter is interested is th
course — which could lead into a career — please
contact Ms Conal at 2375248 Ext 825.

Qualifications for entry are a patient and kind mam
and enthusiasm about working with the disabled.
There is no cost to the student.

Ministry of Health Hauora Maori Scholarships for
2008 are available for tertiary health and disapili
studies. The closing date is 11 April. Contact
Vanessa Speed at the Ministry of Health ph 4962000.
Weltec in Petone has some vacancies for 2008
courses in Food and Beverage Service; Cookery and
Culinary Arts, Brick, Block and Tile Laying and
Carpentry. Contact Leanne O’Neill at Weltec Ph
9202445,

Navy Challenge — this year the Navy is running
‘Navy Challenge’ (similar to the army holiday
adventure courses). There are two opportunities to
attend this new course — 20-24 April and 28 Apgl-0
May. High profile Year 12 and 13 students are
encouraged to attend and the Navy has requested tha
only very fit students with NCEA Maths and English
(or the ability to pass to this level) with an ooittg
attitude apply. Only one student from Viard has so
far applied — there are two more places, so take up
the challenge!!! Ms Conal has detail of the
scheduled activities; there is no cost to the stude

Apprentice — Cake Baker
If you have a flair for baking and are hoping fotaeer
in the industry, The Windmill Cake Shop at Poriiga
looking for an apprentice cake baker. If seriously
interested, phone or call in to see Michael Thomas
(former Viard student) Ph 2378272 0299463645.

Community Notices

Saturday, 15" March 9.30 — 6pm
Kia ora and talofa. Creekfest '08 is upon us amfev
very excited about this year’s line-up. Parentsitad
will be able to find a huge array of free community
services available on the day, as well as the nouser
events and activities for our youth. There will the
usual health, food and cultural stalls on the daypme
down to Cannons Creek Park and celebrate the \dpran
health and people of our community.

St Theresa’s School Gala
St Theresa’s is holding its annual Gala on Saturgfay
April 2008 from 11am — 2pm. We invite you to suppo
them with this fundraising event.

A Lenten Prayer \

God our Saviour,

brings us back to you.

By seeking your kingdom

and loving one another,

may we become a people who worship you
in spirit and truth. Amen

I've learned...

To accomplish great things you mug
not only act, but also dream; not only
plan. but also believe

—

TTEEL

March
Fri 77 Mufti Day — proceeds to Caritas
Lenten Appeal
10" — 14" Yr 9 STARS Camp
Wed 17 Regional Athletics
Yr 11 Assembly
Thurs 1%’ Viard Shield Athletics
17" — 20" Interruption Free Week
Mon 17" 7pm BOT Meeting
Tues 18 Yr 7&8 Ripparugby Comp
Thurs 20 HOLY THURSDAY
Ripparugby Postponement Date
1.10pm Classes end
Fri 21° GOOD FRIDAY
Mon 24" EASTER MONDAY
Tues 25 EASTER TUESDAY
Wed 26" Teacher Only Day : NO
CLASSES
Mon 31 Yr 13 Careers Interviews
33 o msfggm Parent Teacher Interviews
Senior Reports Distributed
April
Tues T Yr 12 History Trip
Yr6/7 Sports Day
Wed 29 Yr 12 & 13 Assemblies
Careers Van Visit
Thurs & Yr 6/7 Sports Day Postponement
Fri 47 Yr 12 Rest Field Trip
Newsletter Posted
7 Senior Production
14" — 18" Yr12 Outdoor Education Camp
7pm BOT Meeting
Tues 15 6pm Sports Club Meeting
Wed 16" 9-12noon  Yr 7 Immunisations
11.50 Assembly
Thurs 17 7.30pm Parents & Friends Meeting
Fri 18" Term 1 Ends
May
Mon 5" 8.40am Term 2 commences
2.05pm Classes end
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